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Stomach content analysis of wild boars collected in autumn and winter

in Toyama Prefecture, Japan

Akira Yasuda® and Yasushi Yokohata?
DGraduate School of Science and Engineering, University of Toyama, Gofuku 3190, Toyama City,
Toyama 930-8555, Japan
2 Graduate School of Science and Engineering for Study, University of Toyama, Gofuku 3190,
Toyama City, Toyama 930-8555, Japan

Stomach contents of wild boars (Sus scrofa) captured in Toyama Prefecture between March 2007
and September 2009 were collected to examine food habits of the boars in autumn and winter for
consideration on the factor contributing the distribution enlargement of the boars to the Hokuriku
District. Contents of 44 stomachs were separated in nine food categories and weighed on each
category. To detect characteristics of the food habits in each season, we performed cluster analysis
from the occupation rate of each category. Seeds occupy 79.8% of the contents in September. In
October and December, acorns occupy 46.6% and 67.4% of them, respectively. The tuberous roots of
kudzu (Pueraria lobata) and Japanese yam (Dioscorea japonica) were the most dominant contents
in the stomach from January to March. It is assumed that decrease of snow is one of reasons for
the distribution expansion of wild boar to the Hokuriku District, which made easy to obtain

underground part of plants.
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